HARRAEH VT 4 « =3P A hEaEE HOSPITALITY % 36 %=

B AF5EERC (2 F 20254212 15 /A 54 T A 2026451 A 12 A /52 B [ 202641 H 28 F1)

FEWBEBICBITAA VIN—THEDEBIZDOWNT
BEH N ZETNMICE D FE Y T 58T

The Degree of Institutionalization of the Concept of “Inclusion”

-

1n Academic Fields

-A Structural Topic Modeling Analysis of Academic Discourse -

IRy H 7R AH BE
Meikai University  Zirui Xiao Atsushi Maeda

Abstract

This study aims to clarify the extent to which the concept of “inclusive” has been established within the
Japanese academic landscape. Internationally, inclusiveness is employed as a cross-cutting principle to
promote social inclusion across various domains beyond education. In Japan, however, the term has
historically been understood primarily within the context of special needs education, which may have
resulted in a relatively narrow conceptual application. To assess the degree of conceptual establishment
in academic research, this study analyzes peer-reviewed Japanese journal articles published in 2022 and
2024, corresponding to the periods following the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities’ evaluations of Japan’s progress in inclusive education. Using network analysis and
Structural Topic Modeling (STM), this study quantitatively examines shifts in how the concept of
inclusive is framed and utilized in academic discourse.

The results indicate that in 2022, discussions tended to focus on abstract debates centered on defining
and explaining the concept of inclusiveness. In contrast, by 2024, inclusive was more frequently
employed as a taken-for-granted premise across multiple academic fields, suggesting a broader and

deeper integration of the concept within Japanese scholarly discourse across multiple academic fields.
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