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Abstract

This study focuses on the tourism utilization of abandoned railway sites as a form of railway heritage,
using the former Japanese National Railways Shihoro Line in Kamishihoro Town, Hokkaido, as a case
study. The tourism use of abandoned railway sites represents an effort to assign new value to
infrastructure that has lost its original transportation function. Tourism promotion involves creating
opportunities for visits from outside the region through the planning of products and services that utilize
tourism resources, which provide benefits to both visitors and host communities. While railways can be
regarded not only as transportation infrastructure but also as cultural heritage closely connected to local
history and culture, existing studies have tended to focus primarily on rolling stock. Research from the
perspective of tourism utilization of structural components such as track beds, bridges, and station
buildings remains limited. In the case of the Shihoro Line, preservation activities were initiated in
response to plans to remove its arch bridges, and subsequent designation as cultural properties and
Hokkaido Heritage provided the basis for tourism utilization. Through a literature review, interviews,

and participant observation, this study clarifies the potential of tourism utilization of abandoned railway

sites.
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